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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicants' amendment submitted on 1 1/12/2004. In virtue of 
this amendment, claims 1-35 remain active in the instant application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-35 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest: 

• An automatic exterior light control comprising a controller configured to generate an 
exterior light control signal; said controller is further configured to generate a 
predetermined rate of change of the exterior light control signal over a predetermined 
time that is a function of at least one variables selected from a group comprising: a 
current inclination angle of a headlight, an estimated range of an oncoming vehicle, 
an estimated range of a leading vehicle and an ambient Ught level, in combination 
with the remaining claimed limitations as called for in independent claim 1 (claims 2- 
4 are allowed since they are dependent on claim 1); 

• An automatic exterior light control comprising a controller; said controller is 
configured to generate an exterior light control signal as a function of said controlled 
vehicle illumination range and said at least one other vehicle, in combination with the 
remaining claimed limitations as called for in independent claim 5 (claims 6-15 are 
allowed since they are dependent on claim 5); 
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• An automatic exterior light control comprising a controller; said controller is 
configured to generate an exterior light control signal as a function of said controlled 
vehicle illumination range, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as 
called for in independent claim 16 (claims 17-24 are allowed since they are dependent 
on claim 16); 

• An automatic exterior light control comprising a controller; said controller is 
configured to generate a continuously variable exterior light control signal; said 
controller is further configured to automatically calibrate said aim of said image array 
sensor relative to a controlled vehicle as a function of said at least one detected 
image, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as called for in 
independent claim 25 (claims 26-27 are allowed since they are dependent on claim 
25); 

• An automatic exterior light control comprising a controller configured to generate an 
exterior light control signal; said controller is further configured to generate a 
predetermined rate of change of said exterior light control signal over a 
predetermined time period that is a function of a brightness of at least one detected 
light source, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as called for in 
independent claim 28 (claims 29-31 are allowed since they are dependent on claim 
28); and 

• An automatic exterior light control comprising a controller configured to generate an 
exterior light control signal; said controller is further configured to generate a 
predetermined rate of change of said exterior light control signal over a 
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predetermined time period that is not a function of a rate of change in distance to a 
detected light source, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as called 
for in independent claim 32 (claims 33-35 are allowed since they are dependent on 
claim 32). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-1828. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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